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A Letter from the Rabbi

As | write this, Israel is attempting to establish a Hezbollah-free buffer zone in southern
Lebanon. It is painful to watch Israel have to go to war again, as in my own lifetime |
remember the Six Day War, the Yom Kippur War, the first invasion of Lebanon, and two
intifadas. Before that, there were the wars in 1948 and 1956.

As Jews, we are sometimes expected to be the ones who will explain and/or defend the
Israeli position to our friends, extended family, and co-workers. Of course being a Jew does
not make us automatic experts on Israel, but at times like these it is helpful to have some
background and an informed position.

So here are a few things 1 think it may be helpful to know:
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Terrorism from the PLO started before Israel acquired the West Bank from Jordan, Gaza
and the Sinai Peninsula from Egypt, and the Golan Heights from Syria in the Six Day War. It
is not a response to Israel occupying "Palestinian” land. None of these countries gave this
land to the Palestinians when they had it, and they were not attacked. The logical conclusion
to my mind is that Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Egypt are Arab-Muslim states, the problem
was and still is the concept that there is a Jewish/non-Muslim/"infidel" state in their midst
that the Arab countries, Palestinians, Iran, and Islamic Jihadist terrorists abhor. The
Islamists, notably Al Qaeda, Hamas, Hezbollah, and Iran, have all made it clear that they
seek the destruction of Israel, it's not about Gaza or the West Bank, it's about not having a
Jewish country, and preferably not having

any Jews either. Cong regation
Israel tried trading land for peace with

Egypt (a fairly modern and progressive Calendar
country by Arab standards) and has met

with some success. With the Gaza Strip AUgUSt

and Lebanon, it has be a disaster. The Bar Mitzva hS

Palestinians claimed their goal was to get .

Israel out of Gaza. Hezbollah wanted Seth Caplan """""" 8/5 9:30am
Israel out of Lebanon. Israel left, and Gabe Fishbein........ 8/18 6: 30pm
the response is the crossing of the Pot Luck catered by the Fishbein Family

border to kidnap and kill Israelis.
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Back to School Night..8/23 7-9pm

The Board voted to send at Florence Baine Senior Center

halom Aleichem

$1800 to the American Red | S0 MECtiG:oeeresoo.B/27 £0am
Magen David Adom for
Israel to provide aid for September
those affected by the current  'Tot Shabbat.........c.eves... 9/1 6pm
crisis in Israel. Please Pot Luck (dairy) at 6:30, followed by a
consider making a donation regular service
b 0. Box 1317 o the congregation to Sunday School............ 9/10 9am
Columbia, MD offset that cost.

Services are held at
The Amherst House in Kings
Contrivance Village Center

21044
410-730-3917



A\ Notties firom) thes Canfior %‘“ :

In the Hebrew calendar, the months of Av and Elul are auspicious times in the lives of Jews. During Av, we mourn as
did our ancestors, grieving over the estructions of the First and Second Temples in Jerusalem. Today, in
commemoration of the Temples® destruction, some Jews fast, refrain from more frivolous forms of socialization and
entertainment, and even deny themselves other corporeal pleasures, such as swimming.

Elul is a more hopeful month. We look forward to the beginning of a new Jewish year as the month of Tishrei
approaches. We prepare ourselves for God's blessings for this new year by making amends for wrongdoings during
the past year. We ask friends and family whom we may have wronged for forgiveness. Elul is the time of year when
we ask ourselves, "What kind of Jew are you?"

As a new presence in the life of Congregation Shalom Aleichem, a lot of you may find yourselves wanting to ask me,
"Cantor Rosen, what kind of Jew are YOU?" This is a question that often makes me giggle inside. My first response,
and, to date, the response that makes the most sense to me, is that "1'm Jewish, plain and simple.” My experiences
as a Jew have taken me to so many different "Jewish places.” | have gathered my Jewish knowledge and ruach (inner
spirit) from so many different Jewish people. I would like to sum up my answers to this question with a few glimpses
into the influences certain Jewish movements have had upon me:

REFORM JUDAISM
Is how I was raised. Was the denomination of Temple Beth Elohim in Old Bethpage, NY, where | grew up. Is
where 1 have had most of my experience as a Cantorial Soloist and instructor of Jewish music.

CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM

Is where 1 currently spend my days, as 1 work as an administrative assistant for the K-12 congregational schools
at Chizuk Amuno Congregation in Baltimore. Is the background of my childhood friends whom I, at that time, thought
to be more "religious” than myself.

ORTHODOX JUDAISM

Where 1 still, to this day, go for my *spiritual shots in the arm.” Where 1 sometimes still go to take classes and
continue my Jewish learning. Where 1 have been gently reminded to always strive to do more as a Jew - to strivet
towards a life of torah (learning), chuppah (a worthy marriage and family), and ma‘'asim tovim (good deeds).

CHASSIDISM

A Judaism whose wonder and intense spirituality touches my heart. A Judaism whose niggunim (songs without
words) are songs of the soul and their sound travels straight to God in heaven. A Judaism of joy and hope for a
better world to come.

RECONSTRUCTIONIST JUDAISM
As my personal Jewish journey continues, I look forward to working with Rabbi Heiligman, who has a
Reconstructionist background.

As all Jews prepare for the upcoming year of 5767, it is my hope that all of us in the Shalom Aleichem community will
begin to introspect, examining themselves from the inside out, taking their personal *Jewish inventory.*

Take these special months to reflect. Take small, silent moments to breathe. It may sound cliche, but actually stop
and smell the roses. Ask yourselves, "What Kind Of Jew Are You?"

Shari A. Rosen
Cantor and Religious School Director, Congregation Shalom Aleichem



Annual Meeting

We will have a congregation meeting on October
22nd at 9:30 at Florence Baine. Child care will
be provided. In addition to the normal business,

we hope to have a discussion about the future of
the congregation, specifically:

-what can we do better? o LTI g T
-what new things we can do? Hecht Company in the Columbia Mall will soon be
. o changing its name to Macy's. They are
-how big should we get: celebrating this event with a one-day-only
-should we consider getting a bigger shopping event to support local non-profit
space (to have services and Sunday School organizations. Shalom Aleichem is selling $5
shopping passes to Macy's. Every dollar from the
sale of the passes goes directly to our
-should we rent a space that we can congregation. Your pass entitles you to 20% off
access all the time? almost everything in the store, entertainment,
special events and thousands of dollars worth of
prizes. This special shopping day will be
September 16th. Call Marc (410-740-5446) and
congregation! let him know how many passes you'd like to buy.

continued from page 1

all in the same place)?

All members are encouraged to attend.
Remember, YOU are an important part of our

Rockets being fired at Israel is not new to recent weeks. This has been ongoing. What is new is the scale. When I was in Israel in 1992 |
heard one land near me. Would the US put up with rockets being fired at us from Mexico, Cuba, or Canada? How many would be acceptable?
How many civilians would it be ok for our neighbors to kill before we put a stop to it? What if your family were in the line of fire?
Hezbollah cannot be allowed to operate in Lebanon. What happened when the shoe was on the other foot?

In June, 1948, off the coast of Tel Aviv, the government of Israel sank a ship bringing arms to LeChl, a Jewish, rightwing splinter group
that had its own "militia" (the Irgun) separate from the Israeli government. Ben Gurion issued a statement that made it clear that no
government could tolerate a separate army from the national army operating in its territory and that the government is responsible for what
happens within its territory. We now see the result of the world having one standard for Israel and another for its neighbors. Should
Lebanon be held to a lower standard?

A premature cease fire is an appeasement strategy. Give Hezbollah quiet now so they can build up their strength and attack again later. It
was a very successful strategy for Hitler in World War Two. Hitler used an appeasement strategy with England and France while he was
attacking Poland. When Poland fell, he brought his troops to the Western front and attacked France, which fell in six weeks.

Alan Dershowitz wrote the following recently in the Boston Globe:

It should be obvious by now that Hezbollah and Hamas actually want the Israeli military to kill as many Lebanese and Palestinian civilians as
possible. That is why they store their rockets underneath the beds of civilians. That is why they launch their missiles from crowded civilian
neighborhoods and hide among civilians. They are seeking to induce Israel to defend its civilians by going after them among their civilian
~“shields." They know that every civilian they induce Israel to kill hurts Israel in the media and the international and human rights
communities. They regard these human shields as ~~Shahids," or martyrs, even if they did not volunteer for the lethal jobs. Under the law,
criminals who use human shields are responsible for the deaths of their shields, even if the bullets that kill them come from policemen’s
guns.

Israel has every self-interest in minimizing civilian casualties, whereas the terrorists have every self-interest in maximizing them -- on both
sides. Israel should not be condemned for doing what every democracy would and should do: taking every reasonable military step to stop
the killing of their own civilians.

Let"s support Israel politcally, financially, and spiritually at this difficult time, and pray that the new year brings a safer world for all people.

Rabbi Yocheved Heiligman

A soldier of Palestine A soldier of Israel



This fall, Ryan will be a 2nd grader at Winfield Elementary School in Sykesville.
He enjoys all of his subjects and is an especially good reader. Outside of school, he
takes karate and likes playing all kinds of sports. He has been having a great time
this summer at camp where he likes to go horseback riding and doing arts and
crafts. Ryan has also been busy taking road trips on the weekends with his family
and he is really looking forward to his upcoming camping trip! This summer he
also went to the Science Center in Baltimore where he had fun digging for
dinosaur bones. Ryan is a sweet and funny boy who is a good big brother to his
sister Emma. His parents are very proud of him and so are we!
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New Members

IT You Knew What I Have Robert and Carol Cohen

A little old lady gets onto a and their children
crowded bus and stands in front of a Dana and Camryn
seated young girl. Holding her hand to
her chest, she says to the girl, "If you -
knew what 1 have, you would give me Ad u |t Ed ucatl On
your seat." The girl gets up and gives
up her the seat to the old lady. It is We will hold Adult Education
hot. The girl then takes out a fan and
starts fanning herself. classes every Sunday School day

The woman looks up and says, "1f you
knew what 1 have, you would give me
that fan." The girl gives her the fan,
too.

Fifteen minutes later the woman gets
up and says to the bus driver, "Stop, 1
want to get off here." The bus driver

from 11am until noon. Our first
class will be November 5th and run
through May 6th. The fee will be
$6 per session. Look for the
tells her he has to drop her at the

next corner, not in the middle of the regIStratlon form In neXt month's

block. With her hands across her neWS|etter
chest, she tells the driver, "If you '

' fF i -
new wha ave, you would let me i f ) [ ) ) \ .
Effthehbttjslr?ghth);re." et ,J l\[‘ ‘i L l‘ ‘) (.‘ l ( ‘ " \ |[(; : I.i.
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The bus driver pulls over and opens
the door to let her out. As she's

walking out of the t;fd he asks Please plan on attending Back-to-School Night from 7-9:30 on
The old woman looks at himand  AUQUSt 23rd at Florence Baine. We will provide a general
nonchalantly replies. "chutzeah” gverview of the Sunday School program and give you a
chance to meet the teachers. This is a "parents-only" event.
As a reminder, the first day of Sunday School is September
10th. The handbook and other infomation will be mailed to you
shortly. If you have not yet registered, please do so as soon

as possible. We are looking forward to another terrific year!




